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While the work is more the result of industry in stating a number of practical 
rules deduced from a corresponding number of leading cases than the scien- 
tific production of an analytical mind, the author has, through his insistence 
upon certain fundamental classifications and distinctions, developed a treatise 
that will prove no small aid in the acquisition of accurate concepts. And it is 
in this that the chief value of the work lies — as a first reference to ascertain 
elementary concepts and distinctions, and the larger problems involved in the 
various subjects embraced in the term "personal property." The many users of 
the prior editions of this work will find increased value in the present edition. 



A Treatise on the Power of Taxation, State and Federal, in the United States. 
Second edition. By Frederick N. Judson. Published by The F. H. Thomas 
Law Book Co., St. Louis. 1017. pp. xxviii, 1144. 

This work is a revision of the edition of 1902. There has been no change 
in the chapter headings or in the general arrangement of the text, but much 
new material has been added, including a synopsis of the tax laws of the 
several states and the texts of the federal tax laws, together with the war 
revenue measures of 1917. The whole volume has been .hoxoughly revised by 
including the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States rendered 
since the ■ first edition. 

The aim of the book is "to show the limitations of the taxing power of the 
State and Federal Government, so far as these limitations have been declared 
and expounded by the Supreme Court of the United States." These decisions 
show the boundary lines of the taxing power where it has thus been called into 
question. What the states and the federal government are now taxing appears 
from the matter in the appendix. Since Mr. Judson is writing the text-book 
primarily for lawyers he does not discuss the economic or social aspects of 
taxation. 

Seventeen of the nineteen chapters of the book deal with limitations on the 
taxing power of the states growing out of their constitutional relations to the 
federal government. Chapters XVII and XIX treat of the taxing power of 
Congress and of the enforcement of limitations upon federal taxation. About 
one-half of the book deals with the application of the limitations of the pro- 
visions of the first section of the Fourteenth Amendment to state taxation. 
This is a striking illustration of the rapid expansion of the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment as an instrument of federal control over state activity. No discussion 
of state powers, whether of taxation or otherwise, is complete without full 
consideration of the limitations placed upon them by "due process of law" and 
"equal protection of the laws." Since the first edition of this book the Supreme 
Court of the United States has handed down about five hundred opinions 
variously limiting and interpreting state action. Since a large number of these 
deal with questions of taxation, the need for a restatement of the case law 
such as Mr. Judson has made is evident. 

This edition makes its appearance at a time when the problem of taxation is 
one of the great questions of the day. It gives to the legal profession and to the 
legislator a practical handbook on the powers of taxation with full references 
to the leading and most recent decisions defining and interpreting them. It will 
be welcomed by the practitioner as an authoritative presentation of one of the 
most complex problems of law arid government. 
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